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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 



1 . This Office Action is in response to amendment filed on 9/27/2007. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bach et al. (US 6,377,795) in view of McBride et al. (US 2002/011 14431 A1) and further 
in view of Godbole (US 5,065,427). 

Consider claims 9 and 11. Bach teaches a portable terminal device (Col 1 Line 
63) and a method for preventing one-time only calls to a portable telephone set, 
comprising: 

retrieving data from a telephone directory database if a call arrives at a portable 
terminal device, and determining whether an originating number is registered in the 
telephone directory database (Col 2 Lines 26-33); and 
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Bach et al. do not disclose immediately connecting the call before the issuance of 
the calling tone if the originating number is not registered in the telephone directory 
database and announcing a prearranged recorded message. 

McBride et al. further disclose immediately connecting the call before the 
issuance of the calling tone if the originating number is not registered in the telephone 
directory database (Fig. 10, steps 220, the call is connected and a prerecorded 
message is played (in step 217 or 246) before issuance of the calling tone (step 220)) 
and announcing a prearranged recorded message (Fig. 3 steps 1 15-1 19 and Fig. 10 
steps 215-217 and 246 and paragraph 85 and 92, after a call is received, the caller ID is 
checked against a approved list. If the caller ID is not found in the approved list, a 
custom or canned greeting (prearranged recorded nonsensical message) is played to 
the caller. All these steps are done before the phone rings. The ring does not start until 
Fig. 10 step 220). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to utilize the teachings of McBride et al. into the teachings 
of Bach et al. and Walsh et al. for the purposes of providing a user to have full control of 
his/her phone calls to prevent unwanted calls (paragraph 19-22). 

Bach et al. and McBride et al. do not disclose monitoring a calling time between 
the arrival of the call and an issuance of a calling tone. 

Godbole further disclose monitoring a calling time between the arrival of the call 
and an issuance of a calling tone (Fig. 2A, after an incoming call is received, the time is 
monitored until an issuance of a calling tone). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to utilize the teachings of Godbole into the teachings of 
Bach et al. and McBride et al. for the purposes of automatically processing an incoming 
call (col. 1, lines 38-45). 

Consider claims 10 and 12. Bach et al. and McBride et al. further disclose if the 
originating number is registered in the telephone directory database, the telephone 
directory database is further retrieved, and if the originating number is for a call set to a 
zero-calling time, the call is immediately connected without a dial tone and a recorded 
message is announced to the originator. (Bach et al., col. 2, lines 26-33 and 43-46 and 
54-58 and col. 6, lines 11). 

4. Claims 1, 2, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bach et al. (US 6,377,795) in view of Callele (US 5,206,900) and further in view of 
McBride etal. (US 2002/01114431 A1) and Godbole (US 5,065,427). 

With respect to claim 1, Bach et al. teaches a portable terminal device (Col 1 
Line 63) and a method for preventing one-time only calls to a portable telephone set, 
comprising: 

a determination unit retrieving data from a telephone directory database if a call 
arrives at a portable terminal device, and determining whether an originating number is 
registered in a telephone directory database (Col 2 Lines 26-33); 

a transmitting unit immediately connecting the call (Col 2 Lines 43-46). 
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Bach et al. and Walsh et al. do not disclose a charge is imposed on an originator 
side when the call is connected. 

Callele further discloses a charge is imposed on an originator side when the call 
is connected (col. 1, lines 13-15, the calling party is being charged when the called party 
directs the call to a recorded message). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to utilize the teachings of Callele into the teachings of 
Bach et al. for the purposes of annoying the calling party (col. 1, lines 6-15). 

Bach et al. and Callele do not disclose immediately connecting the call before the 
issuance of the calling tone if the originating number is not registered in the telephone 
directory database, and announcing a recorded message; and announcing a 
prearranged recorded nonsensical message. 

McBride et al. further disclose immediately connecting the call before the 
issuance of the calling tone if the originating number is not registered in the telephone 
directory database (Fig. 10, steps 220, the call is connected and a prerecorded 
message is played (in step 217 or 246) before issuance of the calling tone (step 220)) 
and announcing a prearranged recorded nonsensical message (Fig. 3 steps 115-119 
and Fig. 10 steps 215-217 and 246 and paragraph 85 and 92, after a call is received, 
the caller ID is checked against a approved list. If the caller ID is not found in the 
approved list, a custom or canned greeting (prearranged recorded* nonsensical 
message) is played to the caller. All these steps are done before the phone rings. The 
ring does not start until Fig. 10 step 220). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to utilize the teachings of McBride et al. into the teachings 
of Bach et al. and Callele for the purposes of providing a user to have full control of 
his/her phone calls to prevent unwanted calls (paragraph 19-22). 

Bach et al. and Callele and McBride et al. do not disclose a calling time 
monitoring unit monitoring a calling time between the arrival of the call and an issuance 
of a calling tone. 

Godbole further disclose a calling time monitoring unit monitoring a calling time 
between the arrival of the call and an issuance of a calling tone (Fig. 2A, after an 
incoming call is received, the time is monitored until an issuance of a calling tone). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to utilize the teachings of Godbole into the teachings of 
Bach et al. and Callele and McBride et al. for the purposes of automatically processing 
an incoming call (col. 1, lines 38-45). 

Consider claim 2. Bach et al. and Callele and McBride et al. and Godbole 
together further disclose wherein if the originating number is registered in the telephone 
directory database, the telephone directory database is further retrieved, and if the 
originating number is for a call set to a zero-calling time, the call is immediately 
connected without a dial tone so that a charge is imposed on an originator side and a 
recorded message is announced to the originator (Bach et al., col. 1, lines 63, col. 2, 



Application/Control Number: 10/785,262 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2617 

lines 26-33, Col 2 Lines 43-46, Col 6 Line 11, Col 2 Lines 54-58 and Callele, col. 1, lines 
13-15). 

With respect to claim 5, Bach et al. and Callele and McBride et al. and Godbole 
together further disclose the portable terminal device according to claims 1 &2, wherein 
after the recorded message is announced to the originator, a message from the 
originator is recorded (Bach et al.; Col 2 Line 65-Col 3 Line 11). 

5. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bach et 
al. (US 6,377,795) in view of Callele (US 5,206,900) and further in view of McBride et al. 
(US 2002/01114431 A1) and Godbole (US 5,065,427) as applied to claim 1 and further 
in view of Cannon et al. (U.S. 6,026,152). 

Bach et al. and Callele and McBride et al. and Godbole together disclose the 
portable terminal device according to claim I. Bach et al. and Callele and McBride et al. 
and Godbole fails to expressly disclose the zero-calling time setting is made in a 
recorded message esponse time area of the telephone directory database. 

In the same field of endeavor, Cannon teaches a similar device wherein the zero- 
calling time setting is made in a recorded message response time area of the telephone 
directory database (Col 2 Lines 35-41; Col 3 Lines 49-50). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the zero-calling time setting in a recorded message 
response time area of the telephone directory database, so the setting can be directly 
associated with the different numbers in the database. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin Y. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5258. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 8:30 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Due Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7503. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained- from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Justin Lee 
AU 2617 
10/16/07 
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